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State’s first free self-help facility opens in Rockford

The state’s first formal Legal Self-Help
Center had its grand opening on May 9
al the Winnebago County Courthouse in
Rockford.

The center will provide current informa-
tion aboul Mlinois law and court proceed-
ings to individuals who are not able to
retain representation by attorneys. It will
employ two part-time navigators.

The opening also marks the debut of a
free automated order of protection system
developed by Illinois Legal Aid Online for
domestic violence vichims and advocates

“The Legal Self-Help Center should
improve the administrabion of justice and
make the courts more accessible to those
individuals who are forced to represent
themselves in court,” smd 17th Cireunt Chaet
Judge Kathryn E. Zenoff, who has been
appeinted to the Appellate Court.

“Its inihial focus wall be to provide vic
tims of domestic viclence with access to
a computer-based automated system that

New justice

Winnebago County’s nearly complel-
ed Criminal Justice Center in Rockford is
scheduled to be fully operational when its
grand opening lakes place Sunday, July 1.

The lacility will incude four court-
rooms and judges’ chambers, 13 pretrial
services offices, a 1,200-inmate jail, the
sheniff’s department, a suite of hve state’s
attorney’s offices, and secured under-

ground parking
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will allow then to complete their own court
forms using the format of a simple inter-
view," she added

“While the Legal Self-Help Center is
not a substitute for representation by an
attorney, the reality 15 that many individu-
als show up in courl unrepresented,” sud
Joseph A. Dailing, executive director of the
lllinois Coalition for Equal Justice.

“Most of these people have few or no
resources to hire counsel,” he said. “They
attempt to navigate the court system on
their own without correct informabtion and
with an often incomplete understanding of
the workings.”

Funding for the center included a $35,300
start-up grant from the [llinois Equal jushce
Foundation to Pramne State Legal Services.

The concept grew from a partnership
formed a year ago by the 17th Circnt Court
and the county arcuil derk lo centralize
available legal resources and make them
more accessible Lo the public

center built

for misdemeanor calls not in rooms 209 and
214 of the courthouse

There will be jury boxes in Courtrooms
A and D, and two large jury deliberation
rooms. Fach courtroom will have two small
adjacent witness inlerview rooms.

The shenff's faclihes wall con
tain 141 employees, swom person-
nel and support stalf; 236 correchions
officers, a domeshic wiolence uml, an
cehanhine
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They were joined by Prairie State, the
Winnebago County Bar Association, the
Zeke Grorgi Legal Clinic of the Northern
llhnois University College of Law, the
Coalition for Equal Jushice and Legal Aid
Online.

The Commumnity Foundation of North-
ern Illinois provided a $1,500 grant for
purchase of a computer and printer to

allow domestic violence office person
nel to generate necessary court papers
quickly and efficiently.

The center’s self-help materials can be
accessed by any Internet-connected com-
puter from www.illinoislegalaid.org, a ser-
vice of [llinos Legal Aid Online

For more information aboul the self-help
center, contact Danling at (K15) 962-9050

Announcing the opening of a Legal Self-Help Center on May 9 in Rocklord are (from left)
Joseph B. Kosek of the Winnebago County Bar Association; Joseph A. Dailing, execulive

director of the Illinois C for Equal J

Dean Leroy Pernell of the Northern lilinois

University College of Law, and 17th Circuit Chief Judge Kathryn E. Zenoff, who has been

1 to the Appel

Court (see story on page 11).



